
  

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Corner 
by Mari Brady 

Hello and blessings!  Let me 
introduce myself.  I am Mari 
Brady.  I succeed Pat Evans, 
who has shepherded our 
volunteer organization since 
its inception in 2003 at St. 
Mary’s – Annapolis.  I have 
been involved with Ranger 
Rosary since 2007, after I 
retired from work with the 
Federal Government in 
Defense and Veterans Affairs 
agencies.  I helped Pat Evans 
transition Ranger Rosary from 
a church ministry to an 
independent nonprofit in 
2008, and have served as the 
Treasurer of the organization 
since that time.   

Pat was asked by St. Mary’s to 
take on the development of 
this ministry in 2003, when the 
demand for rosaries exceeded 
the ability of Sgt. Frank 
Ristaino and his family to make 
them.  Pat organized the 
volunteers, ordered the 
supplies, answered the phone, 
took orders from chaplains 
and prospective volunteers, 
and shipped the rosaries and 
starter kits for years.  She  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

oversaw our growth from a 
single parish with pen-and-
paper records to many 
parishes and hundreds of 
volunteers.   

 

 

 

Pat said goodbye to you in last 
year’s issue, and she has since 
retired from active 
involvement in Ranger Rosary 
and is in prayerful rest at a 
home near her daughters.  Of 
course, she prays the rosary 
daily, and keeps all of us in her 
prayers.   

We are saddened to lose her 
spiritual guidance and 
encouragement, but are 
committed to ensuring that 
Ranger Rosary is able to put a 
rosary into the hands of every 
service member who asks for 
one.  And, with your continued 
support, I know that we will be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

able to build on Pat’s legacy of 
devotion to Our Lady and the 
rosary. 

We are entering a new era – 
there will be a few changes, 
but not where it matters.  We 
will make rosaries for the 
troops and veterans.  Please 
pray for our Armed Forces, our 
country, and each other.   

God bless you,  
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Pat Evans (on right next to Fr. Charlie 

Hergenroeder) at her farewell    

luncheon, with Rosary makers    



 
 

         

NEWS FROM THE 
              NETWORK 
St. Mary’s-Annapolis reports the 
loss of two key volunteers.  Al 
Seligman, Korean War veteran 
and cutter of all our cord, passed  

away in February, one year and a 
day after the death of his wife 
Dorothy.  Besides cutting miles of 
cord, Al also led our annual 
fundraiser and baked cakes and 
other sweet delights for the 
volunteers every week.   Marilyn 
Voss died in April.  Marilyn was 
the first Secretary for Ranger 

Rosary Inc.  
She helped 
design our 
logo, 
worked at 
every 
fundraiser, 
and was an 
avid 
advocate 

for Ranger Rosary, carrying her 
rosary kit everywhere.  
 
On December 7, 2017, St. 
Andrew by the Bay (Annapolis) 
celebrated Christmas while 
making rosaries at the regularly 
scheduled workshop.  They were 
pleasantly surprised when Frank 
Ristaino, the founder of Ranger  

 
Rosary, showed up with his 
accordion to play Christmas 
music while the group made their 
rosaries.  Frank told a few stories 
about how having the rosaries 
gives comfort and makes a 

difference to those who have 
served or are serving in the 
military.  What better way to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus & 
honor His mother than with 
fellowship, music & Ranger  
Rosary.  We are all so honored to 
be a part of this ministry.  It is a 
way of saying thank you to the 
men and women who volunteer 
to serve our country.  
 
Volunteers from Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel (Tuxedo Park, NY) and St. 
Mary’s-Annapolis attended the 
baccalaureate Masses at the 
Naval Academy and U.S. Military 
Academy, respectively, to 
distribute Ranger Rosaries to the 
newly commissioned officers.   

 
 

 
Inspiring to see so many 
wonderful young people ready to 
serve our country! 
 
Volunteers from St. Joseph 
(Cockeysville, MD), St. Philip Neri 
(Linthicum, MD), and St. Mary’s-
Annapolis staffed the Rosary Tent at 
the inaugural Archdiocese of 
Baltimore Harford Region FaithFest, 
held September 16, 2018. 
  
 
 
 
 
 Over 2,000 people attended.  
Rosary-making sessions were held 
between the twice-hourly rosary 
recitations.  Ranger Rosaries were 
given to active duty and veteran 
personnel.   The closing Mass was 
celebrated by Archbishop Lori, 
followed by fireworks.    
 

Rosellen Loye-Bucy (Almont, MI) 
shared this picture of her then 3-
year-old granddaughter helping 
to make rosaries “for the 
soldiers” by threading beads.  
Great way to teach about the 
rosary! 

 
 
GOOD THOUGHT:  A person’s life 

should be long enough 
to reach God  
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New Army officer with Rosary folks 



 
 
 
 

MORE NEWS 

Carolyn Peters, Ranger Rosary 
coordinator for St. John’s 

(Westminster, 
MD), writes to 
say that the 
group is going 
strong after 
more than 10 
years and has 

made over 90,000 rosaries.  
Impressive work! 
 
An active rosary-making group 

has started at 
All Saints 
(Lake 

Wylie, SC).      
The group 

started in May 
2017, and is already making over 
750 rosaries per month!  Their 
parish blessed the first batch of 
rosaries at a ceremony during 
Memorial Day weekend Mass.  
The Knights of Columbus Honor 
Guard processed the rosaries to 
the altar for blessing.   
 
A Marine Sergeant from Texas asked 
St. Andrew’s-by-the-Bay for a 
Ranger Rosary to give to his great-
Godson for his First Communion.  
The great-godfather served in 
Desert Storm I, and had received a 
Ranger Rosary while in-country.  The 
great-godson’s parents are both US 
Army Lt. Colonels.  And now all the 
family members are proud owners 
of a Ranger Rosary.  We hope to be 
able to help more of the younger 
generation feel the power of praying 
the rosary. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
A note from a faithful rosary maker 
in La Crescenta, CA:  Please accept 
these rosaries made with lots of 
prayers and love.  May those who 
receive them be blessed and 
protected, in Jesus’ name. 
 

 
 
St. Mary’s-Annapolis rosary makers 
provided 1,100 special large-bead 
rosaries to the March 2018 Catholic 
Men’s Conference held at St. Philip 
Neri Church (Linthicum, MD).  Frank 
Ristaino, Ranger Rosary founder, 
spoke of his devotion to the rosary.  
Rosaries were blessed and handed 
out for distribution to veterans and 
military personnel.  St. Mary’s-
Annapolis also provided 500 
rosaries to the Baltimore City Police 
Officers Appreciation Mass held in 
March 2018 at St. Casimir Church.  
Finally, Resurrection Parish (Ellicott 
City, MD)  and St. Mary’s-Annapolis 
rosary makers are hard at work 
making several hundred rosaries for 
Fr. William Guri, C.Ss.R., priest in 
residence at St. Mary’s  during his 
doctoral studies at the Catholic 
University of America.  Fr. Guri will 
be visiting his home in Zimbabwe, 
Africa.  He asked  especially for blue 
and white rosaries.  Many of the 
women of Zimbabwe are members 
of an organization dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin.   
 
We wrote in our 2015 newsletter 
about the WWI “Church Militant  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Combat Rosary” 
issued by the 
request of the 
U.S.Government 
to the military 
during the “War 
to End All Wars.”  
On November 
11, as we honor 
Veterans’ Day 
and the 
centennial of the 
end of WWI, let 
us recommit to 
praying the 
rosary for peace!   

 
Julie Walton, Coordinator at the 
Church of the Resurrection (Ellicott 
City, MD) and Coordinator of 
Chaplains’ orders, reports that the 
“Res” Group celebrated its 14th 
anniversary in June 2018.  In that 
time the group has made over 
168,000 rosaries.  Sadly, the group 
lost its oldest member Lillian 
Kraznansky (aged 94).  After she 
could no longer make the rosaries 
due to arthritis, she still attended 
meetings to socialize and cut cords.  
She is sorely missed! 
 
Every quarter we send rosaries and 
religious items to the Archdiocese 
for the Military Services, USA.  In 
thanks for a recent shipment, they 
wrote:   Thank you for offering your 
time and talent in support of our 
troops, their families, and veterans.  
Rosaries, scapulars, and religious 
medals will be sent to deployed 
Catholic personnel overseas.  The 
rest is shared with military personnel 
and their families here at home, as 
well as to veterans. 
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New Way to Help Ranger Rosary --  

In addition to your prayers, your time and talent making rosaries, you can now donate on-line 
through PayPal.  Use this secure Internet site to give with a credit/debit card or through e-
commerce.  We are an all-volunteer IRS-approved 501(c)(3) charity; all our support comes from  
individuals’ donations and faithful volunteers who make Ranger Rosaries.   

Contact us to request a starter kit, become a prayer partner, or send a tax-deductible donation. 

Ranger Rosary Inc. 
P.O. Box 6581, Annapolis, MD  21401 

rangerrosaryinc@verizon.net 
410-990-4100, ext. 4714 

Visit our web site:  www.rangerrosary.org 

Know a chaplain, military unit, or VA facility that wants rosaries?  Contact 
CHrosaryorder1@verizon.net 

Join us in working and praying for an increase in devotion to Our Lady of the Rosary! 

 

What Chaplains are Saying  . . .  My dear “Rosary Angels,” Thank you so much for 
the wonderful gifts.  Our young Marines thank you for your kindness. 

-- Fr. John, Marine Training Center, CA 
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